The Book of Daniel: Past and Future

An Overview of the Prophecies in Daniel 2, 7, 8, and 11

Around 605 BC, the Babylonian army of King Nebuchadnezzar Il invaded the kingdom
of Judah and besieged Jerusalem. The city quickly fell, and the triumphant Babylonians carried
many Jews and much plunder back to Babylon. Among the captives was a young boy named
Daniel. He would not only grow up to be one of the most revered prophets of the entire Bible,
but also a significant political figure for the next seventy years or so. He served at least two kings
of Babylon as a high-ranking official, and after the fall of Babylon to the Persians, served the
Persian governor as well. Though his life was long, Daniel’s fame has outlasted it by millennia.
No fewer than six cities in modern Irag and Iran claim to be the site of his tomb, and they have
drawn thousands of Muslim, Jewish, and Christian pilgrims!

In addition to recounting some of the major events of Daniel’s life, the book of Daniel
describes a series of dreams and prophetic visions attributed both to Daniel and to his first
sovereign, King Nebuchadnezzar. The visions of the book of Daniel stand alongside those of
Revelation as some of the most cryptic, bizarre, and colorful in the entire Bible. This paper will
give an overview of the prophecies from the book of Daniel, namely those from chapters 2, 7, 8,
and 11. How much of the prophecy in Daniel has already been fulfilled, and how much remains
to be fulfilled in the future? This is the primary question to be answered here.

Daniel 2: Introduction to The Great Image and Four Earthly Kingdoms

This first prophetic vision found in the book of Daniel is in chapter 2, which contains
King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a great image. This is also one of the most famous prophecies
in the Bible. Here’s the dream, found in Dan. 2:27-45:

Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the
wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king. But there is a God in
heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days.
Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these: As for you, O king, thoughts came to
your mind while on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; and He who reveals secrets has made
known to you what will be. But as for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because | have more wisdom
than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, and that you may know
the thoughts of your heart.

“You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was
excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and
arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. You
watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay,
and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together,



and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them
was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

“This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. You, O king, are a king of
kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; and wherever the children
of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has
made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold. But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to
yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom
shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes,
that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s
clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw
the iron mixed with ceramic clay. And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle
with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. And in the
days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in
pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to the king what

will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”

The image, as Daniel told the king, represented a succession of four kingdoms or empires,
the first of which was Babylon, ruled over by Nebuchadnezzar himself. While the others are not
identified, we know from history that the Babylonian Empire was
succeeded by the Medo-Persian Empire, and then by the
Greco-Macedonian Empire. The fourth kingdom is generally
presumed to be the Roman Empire, which ruled Jerusalem after a
series of Greek empires had ruled it. The final kingdom, the stone cut
out without hands, is obviously the kingdom of God, as Daniel
explained in his interpretation of the dream.

The concept of four great kingdoms conquered by the kingdom
of God is not unique to the book of Daniel. Let’s look at Zech.
1:18-20:

Then | raised my eyes and looked, and there were four horns. And | said
to the angel who talked with me, “What are these?”

So he answered me, “These are the horns that have scattered Judah,
Israel, and Jerusalem.”

Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. And I said, “What are these
coming to do?”

So he said, “These are the horns that scattered Judah, so that no one
could lift up his head; but the craftsmen are coming to terrify them, to cast out
the horns of the nations that lifted up their horn against the land of Judah to

scatter it.”




In the last verse, the four horns are identified as belonging to “nations that lifted up their
horn against the land of Judah,” which of course means that there are four nations here. The
events of the first chapter of Zechariah take place after God’s kingdom is set up on the earth, as
verses 16-17 make plain. So once again, the Bible tells of four kingdoms which God uses to
punish Israel and Judah, and then overthrows.

Daniel 7: Introduction to The Four Beasts

Daniel 7 contains the first of a series of visions by Daniel himself. He dreamed of four

great beasts or monsters, as we might say, ascending out of the Mediterranean Sea. Here’s Dan.
7:2-14:

Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold,
the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. And four
great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the
other. The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. | watched till
its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made
to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to it.

“And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was
raised up on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth.
And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’

“After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard,
which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had four
heads, and dominion was given to it.

“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast,
dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it
was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with
its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and
it had ten horns. | was considering the horns, and there was another
horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the
first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this
horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a
mouth speaking pompous words.

“I watched till thrones were put in place,
And the Ancient of Days was seated,;

His garment was white as snow,

And the hair of His head was like pure wool.
His throne was a fiery flame,

Its wheels a burning fire;

A fiery stream issued

And came forth from before Him.

A thousand thousands ministered to Him;




Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.
The court was seated,
And the books were opened.

“I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the horn was speaking; I watched till
the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame. As for the rest of the beasts, they
had their dominion taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

“I was watching in the night visions,

And behold, One like the Son of Man,

Coming with the clouds of heaven!

He came to the Ancient of Days,

And they brought Him near before Him.

Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion,

Which shall not pass away;,

And His kingdom the one

Which shall not be destroyed.

So here we have a description of four great beasts which are slain by the kingdom of God.
Let’s pick up the account again in Dan. 7:17-27, which gives the interpretation:

‘Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise out of the earth. But the saints of the Most
High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’

“Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the others,
exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, which devoured, broke in pieces, and
trampled the residue with its feet; and the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up,
before which three fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth which spoke pompous words, whose
appearance was greater than his fellows.

“I was watching; and the same horn was making war against the saints, and prevailing against
them, until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and
the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom.

“Thus he said:

‘The fourth beast shall be
A fourth kingdom on earth,

Which shall be different from all other kingdoms,
And shall devour the whole earth,

Trample it and break it in pieces.

The ten horns are ten kings

Who shall arise from this kingdom.

And another shall rise after them;

He shall be different from the first ones,

And shall subdue three kings.

He shall speak pompous words against the Most High,



Shall persecute the saints of the Most High,
And shall intend to change times and law.
Then the saints shall be given into his hand
For a time and times and half a time.
‘But the court shall be seated,
And they shall take away his dominion,
To consume and destroy it forever.
Then the kingdom and dominion,
And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven,
Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High.
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’

The angel told Daniel in his dream that the four beasts represented four kingdoms, which
will be supplanted by God’s kingdom. This parallels Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2, as
well as the prophet Zechariah’s vision of four horns. Unlike in chapter 2, though, there is no
identification of any of these empires in this chapter.

Daniel 8: Introduction to The Ram and the Goat

Shortly after his dream of the four beasts, Daniel had another dream. This time, he
dreamed of a ram and a male goat. In Dan. 8:3-12, the prophet wrote:

Then | lifted my eyes and saw, and there, standing beside the river, was a ram which had two horns, and
the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last. | saw the ram
pushing westward, northward, and southward, so that no animal could withstand him; nor was there any that
could deliver from his hand, but he did according to his will
and became great.

And as | was considering, suddenly a male goat came
from the west, across the surface of the whole earth,
without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable
horn between his eyes. Then he came to the ram that had
two horns, which | had seen standing beside the river, and
ran at him with furious power. And | saw him confronting
the ram; he was moved with rage against him, attacked the
ram, and broke his two horns. There was no power in the
ram to withstand him, but he cast him down to the ground
and trampled him; and there was no one that could deliver
the ram from his hand.

Therefore the male goat grew very great; but when he became strong, the large horn was broken, and in
place of it four notable ones came up toward the four winds of heaven. And out of one of them came a little
horn which grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land. And it
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grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of the stars to the ground, and
trampled them. He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him the daily sacrifices were
taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. Because of transgression, an army was given

over to the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and
prospered.

In this vision, there is no description of four kingdoms, though there is a little horn that

sounds very similar to the little horn in chapter 7. Let’s pick up the account again in Dan. 8:16-26
and find the interpretation:

And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, who called, and said, “Gabriel, make
this man understand the vision.” So he came near where | stood, and when he came | was afraid and fell on my
face; but he said to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the time of the end.”

Now, as he was speaking with me, | was in a deep sleep with my face to the ground; but he touched me,
and stood me upright. And he said, “Look, I am making known to you what shall happen in the latter time of
the indignation; for at the appointed time the end shall be. The ram which you saw, having the two
horns—they are the kings of Media and Persia. And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn
that is between its eyes is the first king. As for the broken horn and the four that stood up in its place, four
kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, but not with its power.

“And in the latter time of their kingdom,

When the transgressors have reached their fullness,
A king shall arise,

Having fierce features,

Who understands sinister schemes.

His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power;
He shall destroy fearfully,

And shall prosper and thrive;

He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people.

“Through his cunning
He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule;

And he shall exalt himself in his heart.
He shall destroy many in their prosperity.
He shall even rise against the Prince of princes;
But he shall be broken without human means.

“And the vision of the evenings and mornings

Which was told is true;
Therefore seal up the vision,
For it refers to many days in the future.”

Now that the interpretation is revealed, the parallel between this chapter and chapters 2

and 7 is also revealed. Remember that the first of the four successive empires was identified in
chapter 2 as Babylonia. This vision in chapter 8 tells about the next two empires that followed
the Babylonian Empire: the Medo-Persian Empire and the Greco-Macedonian Empire.



Interpretation of the Visions

All three of the visions -- the great image, the four beasts, and the ram and the goat, are
parallel to one another, as illustrated in the following table. The same succession of empires is

revealed three times, using different imagery each time.

Chapter 2 Chapter 7 Chapter 8 Interpretation
Head of gold Lion Wl.th cagle’s Babylonia
wings
Chest, arms of silver Bear rals_ed on one Ram W'th two horns, Medo-Persia
side one higher than other
Belly, thighs of Four-headed, Male goat with one
. Greece
bronze four-winged leopard large horn
. Ten-horned beast
Legs, feet of iron unlike all the others Rome
The Rock that _ The Ancm:‘nt of Days God’s Kingdom
became a mountain and His court

The head of gold and the lion with eagle’s
wings both represent the Babylonian Empire.
Babylonian art often featured lions, and
sometimes winged lions as well. In addition, the
Babylonians often depicted winged lions with the
heads of men. Examples are shown in the two
illustrations to right, which are from the ancient
city gates of Babylon.

The chest and arms of silver, the bear
raised on one side with three ribs in its mouth, and
the ram with two horns all represent the
Medo-Persian Empire, which succeeded the Babylonian Empire as
the dominant power in the Near East.

At the fall of the Assyrian Empire, the Medes and the
Babylonians divided its remains, and also went on to conquer other
territories. Persia was only an insignificant province in the vast
Median Empire. This changed with the ascension of Cyrus the Great
to the Persian throne around 559 BC. Cyrus led a Persian rebellion
against the Medes and, in 549 BC, captured the Median capital and
deposed the Median king, Astyages. To solidify control over the
Median kingdom, Cyrus had himself crowned king of Media as well
as Persia. The new empire came to be known as the Medo-Persian
Empire, and was administered by Medes as well as Persians, but the




king was always a Persian. Thus, the two horns of the ram “were high, but one was higher than
the other, and the higher one came up last” (Dan. 8:3). This also explains why the bear was
“raised up on one side” (Dan. 7:5).

After securing his control over the former provinces of the Median Empire, Cyrus moved
westward and conquered the Lydian Empire, which had defied the Medes for decades (c. 547
BC). Next, he turned his attention to the west and conquered the Babylonian Empire, capturing
the city of Babylon in 539 BC. Cyrus died in battle against a Scythian tribe not long afterward,
around 530 BC. His son Cambyses conquered Egypt in 525 BC. Thus the united Medo-Persian
Empire had conquered three major kingdoms in the Near East, represented by the three ribs in
the mouth of the bear in Dan. 7:5. The ram in chapter 8 had pushed “westward, northward, and
southward” (Dan. 8:4), and the three kingdoms lay in those general directions: Lydia was to the
north of Jerusalem; Babylon, though east of Jerusalem, was to the west of Persia; and Egypt was
south of Jerusalem.

The belly and thighs of bronze, the leopard with four heads and four wings of a bird, and
the male goat all represent the Greco-Macedonian Empire founded by Alexander the Great. The
male goat’s one “large horn that is between its eyes is the first king” (Dan. 8:21), that is,
Alexander himself. Just as the goat destroyed the ram, so Alexander destroyed the Medo-Persian
Empire and conquered most of its former provinces. Shortly after completing his conquest, he
died in his chosen capital of Babylon (323 BC). Following his death, his generals divided up his
empire, briefly forming four separate empires. Thus, we read in Dan. 8:8, “Therefore the male
goat grew very great; but when he became strong, the large horn was broken, and in place of it
four notable ones came up toward the four winds of heaven.” The four heads of the leopard also
represent these four divisions of Alexander’s empire.

Dan. 8:9 continues, “And out of one of them [the four horns] came a little horn which
grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land.” The
account later describes this little horn’s bitter persecution of God’s people and opposition to God
himself. The little horn represents Antiochus IV Epiphanes, who became king of the Seleucid
Empire, one of the four divisions of Alexander’s empire, in 175 BC. Antiochus was a ruthless
dictator and a madman, infamous for attempting to impose Greek religion and culture on the
Jews. He profaned the temple, set up a statue of Zeus in it, and sacrificed swine on the altar. He
also commanded Jews not to be circumcised, not to keep Biblical Sabbaths or holy days, not to
read the scriptures at all, to worship Greek gods, and to eat pork. This drove the Jews to armed
resistance, which continued for the rest of his reign. His death in 164 BC, following a reign of 11
years, was celebrated by Jews and Greeks alike.

The legs of iron and feet of iron and clay represent the Roman Empire, as does the beast
with ten horns. The Roman Empire was the best organized and most enduring of all the empires
Daniel prophesied, strong as iron. The ten horns of the beast and ten toes of the image are often
interpreted as being ten Germanic kingdoms that overthrew the Roman Empire, namely the
Anglo-Saxons (Britain), the Visigoths (Spain), the Vandals (North Africa), the Heruli (Italy), the
Burgundians (Switzerland), the Ostrogoths (Italy), the Lombards (N. Italy), the Franks (France),
the Suevi (Portugal), and the Alemanni (S. Germany). Three horns were plucked out by the roots,
which are interpreted as the Vandals, the Heruli, and the Ostrogoths, all of whom were uprooted
and destroyed after a relatively brief existence.



The identification of the first three empires is certain, since they are identified by name in
Dan. 2:37 and Dan. 8:20-21. The fourth empire, Rome, is not identified by name, but is known
from history as the empire which succeeded those three.

The final kingdom, which destroys all the others, is, of course, the kingdom of God.
Daniel explicitly stated this in chapters 2 and 7. However, God’s kingdom obviously did not
succeed the Roman Empire as apparently prophesied. So is there more to the story?

Is There a Future Application?

When one goes back through the visions, in fact, a few other problems jump out as well.
The description of Nebuchadnezzar in Dan. 2:38 as ruling over all “the children of men” seems
like a terribly gross exaggeration, as the Babylonian Empire not only was tiny by modern
standards, but it was not even the biggest empire of its day: the Median Empire was much bigger.
The fourth kingdom is described in Dan. 2:40 as crushing all the others (apparently the three
before it), and in Dan. 7:23 as “devour[ing] the whole earth.” Of the three previous empires, the
Roman Empire did conquer Greece, occupied Babylonia only very briefly before being forced to
abandon it, and never even entered Persia. By no means did it ever even come close to
conquering the whole earth, or even the entire world of the Bible. In terms of land area, in fact,
the Roman Empire is only the 18™ largest empire of all time!

So the question is, Does the book of Daniel simply describe a series of empires that are
long since dead and gone, or does it have another application? It is the opinion of this writer that
the prophecies about the four empires were intended mainly for the last days, and that the ancient
fulfillments were a foreshadow of what is to happen before Christ’s return.

Let’s turn back to Dan. 2. Before telling Nebuchadnezzar the interpretation of his dream,
Daniel stated, “But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days” (Dan. 2:28). The word “latter” used in this
verse is Strong’s Concordance #320, and means “end, latter.” In other words, God “has made
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the end of days!” Now it appears that the main
purpose of the vision was to show what will happen in the last days before Christ’s return, not
simply to foretell a succession of ancient empires that are now long since dead and gone.

Dan. 8 makes a similar statement, but even more explicitly. The angel Gabriel,
interpreting Daniel’s vision of the ram and the goat, explained, “Understand, son of man, that the
vision refers to the time of the end” (Dan. 8:17). So, while this vision foretold the rise of
Medo-Persia and of Greece, it really pointed to the time of end! Those two ancient empires were
a foreshadow of empires at the end time.

Finally, let’s go to Dan. 7. Here in this passage, there can be no mistaking the purpose and
intent of these three prophecies. First, in Dan. 7:9-10, is a description of God judging the four
empires, represented here by the four beasts. Now look at vv. 11-12: “T watched then because of
the sound of the pompous words which the horn [the little horn before which three were plucked
out by the roots] was speaking; | watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and
given to the burning flame. As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet
their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.” Could this be any clearer? All of the beasts



will exist when Jesus returns! The fourth beast will be destroyed, while the others will be
allowed to live for a short time.

So what, then, will be the future fulfiliment of these prophecies? There will evidently be a
succession of four empires before Christ returns -- a modern revival, so to speak, of the
Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman empires. Since these events do not appear to have
yet begun to happen, any interpretation involving modern nations would be mostly speculative. A
few clues are given, however. The ram in Dan. 8:4 is described as pushing “westward, northward,
and southward.” Since the east is left out, it is quite possible that the second empire will be an
eastern power. The third empire is specifically stated in Dan. 8:5 as coming from the west, or
being a western power. The first empire, remember, was a lion with eagle’s wings, while the third
was a leopard with the wings of a bird. Since the two are similar, we could speculate that the first
empire will also be a western power. It will be subdued by an eastern power, which will in turn
be subdued by a western power similar to the first. This power will then split into four,
scattered to the north, the south, the east, and the west. One of these four divisions will
apparently become the fourth empire, and out of the fourth empire will come a ruler described as
a little horn in Dan. 7:8, 7:11, 7:21-22, and 8:9-14. In both chapters, this little horn exhibits the
exact same characteristics. Dan:7:25 summarizes this man as follows: “He shall speak pompous
words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to
change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a
time.” Dan. 8:24 adds, “His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; he shall destroy
fearfully, and shall prosper and thrive; he shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people.”

It takes little imagination to see a parallel between the little horn of Daniel 7 and 8 and
this passage found in Rev. 13:1-7:

Then | stood on the sand of the sea. And | saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and
ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. Now the beast which | saw was
like a leopard, his feet like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his
power, his throne, and great authority. And | saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his
deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. So they worshiped the dragon
who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to
make war with him?” And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given
authority to continue for forty-two months. Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. It was granted to him to make war with
the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.

This beast in Revelation has long been identified as the Antichrist (1 John 2:18) and the
Man of Sin (2 Thes. 2:3-4) mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. The dragon represents Satan (Rev.
12:9). And notice that this beast here is a combination of the first three beasts in Dan. 7: a lion, a
bear, and a leopard! This beast, or the Antichrist, therefore incorporates elements of those three
powers, especially the third. Therefore, the little horn of Dan. 7 and 8 is also the Antichrist or the
Beast. His kingdom, the fourth kingdom, will rule over the three before it (Dan. 2:40).

One also immediately notices a similarity between Revelation’s beast with seven heads
and ten horns, and Daniel’s beast with ten horns. The difference, though, is that the beast in



Daniel represents a world power, whereas the beast in Revelation apparently represents a man.
The parallel is between Revelation’s beast and the little horn on Daniel’s beast.

Now, the statement in Dan. 8:24, “His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power,”
becomes clear: Satan is the power behind the throne! He raises up the Antichrist (the Beast, the
little horn, or the Man of Sin) from among the masses and gives him incredible power, to the
point that people worship him.

Notice also that the saints are given into the hand of the little horn of Daniel “for a time
and times and half a time” (Dan. 7:25), and into the hand of the beast of Revelation for forty-two
months (Rev. 13:5). The same phrase “a time and times and half a time” is also used in Rev.
12:13, though, and directly corresponds to Rev. 12:6, where the same period of time is described
as 1,260 days. This figure corresponds to three and a half years, assuming a round figure of 360
days for a year. So the phrase “a time and times and half a time” has to correspond to “three and
a half years,” or if spelled out, “a year, two years, and half a year.” Forty-two months is also
three and a half years. So once again there is a parallel between the little horn of Daniel and the
beast of Revelation, both of whom persecute God’s people for three and a half years.

The fourth beast in Dan. 7, including its king, the little horn, “was slain, and its body
destroyed and given to the burning flame” (Dan. 7:11). Again, the book of Revelation mirrors
this statement. Rev. 19 describes Christ’s return to the earth, where He wages war with the beast
and his armies. Verse 20 reads, “Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and
those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with
brimstone.” Following this victory over the fourth empire and over the Antichrist, Jesus will set
up his kingdom on earth, as the accounts in Daniel 2 and 7 and Revelation 19 both describe in
detail.

At this point, we can see a picture of the last days, as described by Daniel. There will be
four successive empires, the last of which will persecute God’s people and exalt itself against
God Himself. Its ruler will be the Antichrist, whom Satan will raise up from obscure origins and
cause to be worshiped by the people of the earth. Jesus will destroy this empire, cast its ruler into
the lake of fire, and set up His own kingdom on earth. This picture is clear from Dan. 2, 7, and 8.
As far as the ancient fulfillments are concerned, they serve to illustrate that the prophecies
contained in this book are Divinely inspired, and that its prophecies for the future must be not go
unheeded.

This wraps up our overview of chapters 2, 7, and 8. One more chapter remains to be
analyzed in this paper: Dan. 11. This chapter gives an interesting account of a series of historical
events, as well as revealing some additional details about the Antichrist, his end-time empire, and
his judgment at the hands of God.

Daniel 11: The Kings of the North and the South

The eleventh chapter of Daniel focuses primarily on a long series of wars between two
powers referred to as “the king of the north” and “the king of the south.” An unnamed angel
delivers this prophecy to Daniel. Once again, there is both a historical and a future application of



this chapter. The ancient fulfillment is laid out verse by verse in the table below.

Daniel 11 and Historical Fulfillment

Bible Verse

Fulfillment

And now I will tell you the truth: Behold,
three more kings will arise in Persia, and
the fourth shall be far richer than them
all; by his strength, through his riches,
he shall stir up all against the realm of
Greece.

At the time of this writing, Cyrus the Great
was the king of Persia. After his death, his
son Cambyses ascended the throne. He was
succeeded by a usurper named Gomates,
who was then deposed by Darius I. Darius
was succeeded by his son Xerxes I, who
mustered all the resources of the Persian
Empire in a failed invasion of Greece.

Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall
rule with great dominion, and do
according to his will.

Alexander the Great conquered the Persian
Empire and subdued numerous peoples
without losing a single battle.

And when he has arisen, his kingdom
shall be broken up and divided toward
the four winds of heaven, but not among
his posterity nor according to his
dominion with which he ruled; for his
kingdom shall be uprooted, even for
others besides these.

Shortly after completing his conquests,
Alexander died in Babylon, his chosen
capital (323 BC). His empire was divided
among his generals, and his only surviving
son was eventually murdered.

Also the king of the South shall become
strong, as well as one of his princes; and
he shall gain power over him and have
dominion. His dominion shall be a great
dominion.

Alexander’s general Ptolemy established
himself in Egypt as Ptolemy I. He also
captured several neighboring provinces,
including Cyrene, Cyprus, and southern
Syria (which included Judea).

And at the end of some years they shall
join forces, for the daughter of the king
of the South shall go to the king of the
North to make an agreement; but she
shall not retain the power of her
authority, and neither he nor his
authority shall stand; but she shall be
given up, with those who brought her,
and with him who begot her, and with
him who strengthened her in those times.

Ptolemy I, son and successor of Ptolemy I,
gave his daughter Berenice in marriage to
the Seleucid king Antiochus Il of Syria as
part of a treaty ending the Second Syrian
War (c. 253 BC). Antiochus repudiated his
wife Laodice in order to marry Berenice.
Following Ptolemy’s death seven years
later, Antiochus left Berenice and went back
to Laodice, who promptly poisoned him.
She also caused Berenice and her infant son
to be murdered.

But from a branch of her roots one shall
arise in his place, who shall come with
an army, enter the fortress of the king of
the North, and deal with them and

Berenice’s brother, Ptolemy III of Egypt,
invaded Syria, captured the Seleucid
capital, and pressed on into Mesopotamia,
where he captured the Seleucids alternate




prevail. capital as well. The Seleucid king Seleucus

8. | And he shall also carry their gods I1, recovered most of his provinces after
captive to Egypt, with their princes and Ptolemy returned to Egypt, but ceded large
their precious articles of silver and gold; | portions of the Mediterranean coast to
and he shall continue more years than Ptolemy in a peace treaty. Thus ended the
the king of the North. Third Syrian War (241 BC). Seleucus Il was

9. | Also the king of the North shall come to | thrown from his horse and died in 225 BC,
the kingdom of the king of the South, but | while Ptolemy lived for three more years.
shall return to his own land.

10. | However his sons shall stir up strife, and | Seleucus Il was succeeded briefly by his
assemble a multitude of great forces; and | son Seleucus 11, who started a war with
one shall certainly come and overwhelm | Pergamon and was assassinated by
and pass through; then he shall return to | members of his army. He was succeeded by
his fortress and stir up strife. his brother Antiochus 111, called “the Great”

(223 BC).

11. | And the king of the South shall be moved | Antiochus Il soon set about recovering
with rage, and go out and fight with him, | territory lost by his predecessors, including
with the king of the North, who shall land owned by Ptolemies on the
muster a great multitude; but the Mediterranean coast. The young Ptolemy
multitude shall be given into the hand of | IV raised an army and met Antiochus near
his enemy. Gaza at the Battle of Raphia (217 BC),

12. | When he has taken away the multitude, where the Ptolemies gained a decisive
his heart will be lifted up; and he will victory and recovered the provinces lost to
cast down tens of thousands, but he will | Antiochus.
not prevail.

13. | For the king of the North will return and | Following the death of Ptolemy IV in 204
muster a multitude greater than the BC, Egypt fell into turmoil. The new king,
former, and shall certainly come at the Ptolemy V, was just a five-year-old child.
end of some years with a great army and | Antiochus formed an alliance with Philip V
much equipment. of Macedon and quickly marched south into

14. | Now in those times many shall rise up Judea. Near the Jordan River, he inflicted a
against the king of the South. Also, crushing defeat on the Ptolemies at the
violent men of your people shall exalt Battle of Panium (200 BC). All of Judea fell
themselves in fulfillment of the vision, but | under the sway of Antiochus and the
they shall fall. Seleucid dynasty. He proceeded to raid

15. | So the king of the North shall come and | other Ptomelaic strongholds. Meanwhile,
build a siege mound, and take a fortified | weakened by turmoil at home, the
city; and the forces of the South shall not | Ptolemies sued for peace. As part of the
withstand him. Even his choice troops treaty, Antiochus gave his daughter
shall have no strength to resist. Cleopatra in marriage to Ptolemy V. She

16. | But he who comes against him shall do | later reigned over Egypt as Cleopatra | (not

according to his own will, and no one

the same as the Cleopatra who consorted




shall stand against him. He shall stand in
the Glorious Land with destruction in his
power.

17.

He shall also set his face to enter with
the strength of his whole kingdom, and
upright ones with him; thus shall he do.
And he shall give him the daughter of
women to destroy it; but she shall not
stand with him, or be for him.

with Mark Antony; she was Cleopatra VII).
She maintained Egypt as an independent
kingdom and rival to the Seleucids.

18.

After this he shall turn his face to the
coastlands, and shall take many. But a
ruler shall bring the reproach against
them to an end; and with the reproach
removed, he shall turn back on him.

After concluding the war with Egypt,
Antiochus turned his attention to Egypt’s
ally, Rome, which had recently defeated
Philip V of Macedon. He overran most of
Greece before being defeated at
Thermopylae. Withdrawing to Asia Minor,
he was pursued there by the Romans and
suffered a crushing defeat at the Battle of
Magnesia (190 BC).

19.

Then he shall turn his face toward the
fortress of his own land; but he shall
stumble and fall, and not be found.

Forced by Rome to pay a large war
reparation, Antiochus attempted to raise the
money by plundering a temple in Persia.
This incited a riot in which he lost his life
(187 BC).

20.

There shall arise in his place one who
imposes taxes on the glorious kingdom;
but within a few days he shall be
destroyed, but not in anger or in battle.

Antiochus’s son Seleucus I11 succeeded him
on the throne and sent his tax collector
Heliodorus to seize revenues from the
temple in Jerusalem. After returning from
Jerusalem, Heliodorus assassinated
Seleucus and usurped the throne.

21.

And in his place shall arise a vile person,
to whom they will not give the honor of
royalty; but he shall come in peaceably,
and seize the kingdom by intrigue.

22.

With the force of a flood they shall be
swept away from before him and be
broken, and also the prince of the
covenant.

23.

And after the league is made with him he
shall act deceitfully, for he shall come up
and become strong with a small number
of people.

24,

He shall enter peaceably, even into the

Following the death of Seleucus, Antiochus
IV (called Epiphanes, or “God manifest”),
another son of Antiochus Il and a former
hostage at Rome, drove out Heliodorus. He
did not immediately proclaim himself king,
but rather co-regent for one of Seleucus’s
young sons. He later murdered the boy.
Shortly after securing his throne, Antiochus
removed the Jewish high priest Onias and
replaced him with a Hellenist Jew who
assumed the Greek name Jason. A
delegation of Hellenist Jews also went to
Antiochus and secured his support for a




richest places of the province; and he
shall do what his fathers have not done,
nor his forefathers: he shall disperse
among them the plunder, spoil, and
riches; and he shall devise his plans
against the strongholds, but only for a
time.

program of Hellenizing Judea (introducing
Greek culture and religious practices).

25.

He shall stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the South
with a great army. And the king of the
South shall be stirred up to battle with a
very great and mighty army; but he shall
not stand, for they shall devise plans
against him.

26.

Yes, those who eat of the portion of his
delicacies shall destroy him; his army
shall be swept away, and many shall fall
down slain.

27.

Both these kings’ hearts shall be bent on
evil, and they shall speak lies at the same
table; but it shall not prosper, for the end
will still be at the appointed time.

In 170 BC, Antiochus Epiphanes invaded
Egypt, routed the Egyptian army, captured
and plundered most of the major cities of
Egypt except Alexandria, and captured
Ptolemy V1 as well. To avoid provoking
Roman intervention, Antiochus left Ptolemy
on the Egyptian throne as a puppet king. As
Antiochus withdrew from Egypt, the people
of Alexandria set up Ptolemy’s brother
Ptolemy VII as king instead. Rather than
fighting, the two kings agreed to rule Egypt
jointly, spoiling Antiochus’s plans for
controlling Egypt through a puppet king.

28.

While returning to his land with great
riches, his heart shall be moved against
the holy covenant; so he shall do damage
and return to his own land.

As he returned home from Egypt, Antiochus
thoroughly plundered the temple at
Jerusalem.

29.

At the appointed time he shall return and
go toward the south; but it shall not be
like the former or the latter.

30.

For ships from Cyprus shall come
against him; therefore he shall be
grieved, and return in rage against the
holy covenant, and do damage. So he
shall return and show regard for those
who forsake the holy covenant.

31.

And forces shall be mustered by him, and
they shall defile the sanctuary fortress;
then they shall take away the daily
sacrifices, and place there the
abomination of desolation.

32.

Those who do wickedly against the
covenant he shall corrupt with flattery;

In 168 BC, Antiochus returned to Egypt
intent on adding it to his empire, while also
sending a fleet against Cyprus. Shortly after
he entered Egypt, an ambassador from
Rome arrived and threatened him with war
if he did not withdraw at once. Antiochus
begged time to consider, but the Roman
drew a circle in the sand around him with
his cane and told him to decide before he
stepped out of the circle. Not wanting a war
with Rome, Antiochus agreed to withdraw.
Meanwhile, a rumor spread in Jerusalem
that Antiochus was dead and riots erupted in
the city between rival factions for the high
priesthood. Enraged, Antiochus massacred
thousands of Jews.




but the people who know their God shall | He then proceeded to mandate eating of

be strong, and carry out great exploits. unclean meats such as pork and worshiping
33. | And those of the people who understand | of Greek gods, while outlawing keeping of
shall instruct many; yet for many days the Sabbath, annual feast days,
they shall fall by sword and flame, by circumcision, or reading of the sacred
captivity and plundering. books. Those who did not comply were
34. | Now when they fall, they shall be aided | tortured and executed. A statue of Zeus
with a little help; but many shall join (bearing a striking resemblance to
with them by intrigue. Antiochus himself) was set up in the
35. | And some of those of understanding shall | temple, the temple was dedicated to Zeus,
fall, to refine them, purify them, and and pigs were sacrificed on the altar.
make them white, until the time of the A small group of dedicated men led first by
end; because it is still for the appointed | Matthias and then by his son Judas
time. Maccabaeus rose in revolt and after a bitter

struggle finally drove out the Seleucids and
rededicated the temple in 164 BC. By that
time, Antiochus was already dead.

36. | Then the king shall do according to his As noted previously, the statue of Zeus that

own will: he shall exalt and magnify Antiochus set up in the Jerusalem temple

himself above every god, shall speak bore a striking resemblance to himself. His

blasphemies against the God of gods, name “Epiphanes” also means “God

and shall prosper till the wrath has been | manifest,” though that was not unusual

accomplished; for what has been among Hellenic rulers. In many ways, the

determined shall be done. remainder of this chapter applies more to

the end times than to Antiochus specifically.

37. | He shall regard neither the God of his Like many Greek rulers and nobles,

fathers nor the desire of women, nor Antiochus Epiphanes was bisexual.

regard any god; for he shall exalt himself | However, he seems to have cared little for

above them all. anyone in particular, spending his nights

38. | But in their place he shall honor a god of | with prostitutes and sailors, according to
fortresses; and a god which his fathers Some sources.

did not know he shall honor with gold
and silver, with precious stones and
pleasant things.

39. | Thus he shall act against the strongest Antiochus put certain public offices up for
fortresses with a foreign god, which he sale to the highest bidder, including the
shall acknowledge, and advance its office of high priest in Jerusalem.

glory; and he shall cause them to rule
over many, and divide the land for gain.

Throughout this chapter so far, each prophecy has been detailed, and each fulfillment has
been precise. Very little in this chapter from v. 1 through v. 30 suggests that it has any future



application, nor is there any statement that it does. It’s clear, however, that Antiochus Epiphanes
was a type of the Antichrist at the end time, as he is described in the same terms. We already saw,
too, how the little horn of Dan. 8 applied both to Antiochus Epiphanes and to the Antichrist. This
lines up with 1 John 2:18, which says in part, “even now many antichrists have come.” Any ruler
who lives up the prophecies given about the Antichrist is certainly an antichrist, whether he is
actually the Antichrist or not.

From v. 36 through the end of the chapter, the prophecy appears to apply less to
Antiochus Epiphanes and more to the end times. The account continues in Dan. 11:-40-45,

At the time of the end the king of the South shall attack him; and the king of the North shall come
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter the countries,
overwhelm them, and pass through. He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and many countries shall be
overthrown; but these shall escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent people of Ammon. He shall
stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. He shall have power over the
treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; also the Libyans and Ethiopians shall
follow at his heels. But news from the east and the north shall trouble him; therefore he shall go out with great
fury to destroy and annihilate many. And he shall plant the tents of his palace between the seas and the
glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and no one will help him.

Notice first of all that this prophecy, unlike the others in this chapter, is specifically said
to apply to “the time of the end.” The end time “king of the north,” whose description blurs with
that of Antiochus Epiphanes, is none other than the Antichrist. His parallel with Antiochus
Epiphanes and his persecution of God’s people has already been noted. This passage gives
another piece to fit into the puzzle. The fourth empire is the kingdom of the north. Remember
that the third end-time empire will be scattered “toward the four winds of heaven.” The northern
kingdom will then become the fourth empire, ruled over by the Antichrist. The war here between
the king of the north and the king of the south is part of the final war in human history, which
will end at the battle of Armageddon. There, Jesus Christ will destroy His enemies and cast the
beast (the Antichrist, the little horn, or the Man of Sin) into the lake of fire, as described in Rev.
19.

Thus concludes this overview of the book of Daniel. Daniel is one of the most important
books in the Bible for understanding the end times, and offers details not found anywhere else.
It’s also a perfect illustration of the saying, “History repeats itself.” The four empires of the end
times and the Antichrist himself have parallels in ancient history that should serve to remind
diligent readers of what’s coming in “the last days.”



